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Michael J. Armstrong: Associate Director for Mitigation

Michael J. Armstrong was nominated by President Clinton on April 28, 1997 and
confirmed by the U.S. Senate on June 12, 1997 to be Associate Director for Mitigation
at the Federal Emergency Management Agency. In his current position, Mr. Armstrong
manages a budget of more than $100 million and administers federal assistance
programs to help state and local governments reduce the risks of natural hazards
before and after disasters. These programs include the new Disaster Resistant Commu-
nities initiative, Hazard Mitigation Grants and Mitigation Assistance Programs,
Floodplain Mapping and Compliance, earthquake and hurricane programs, dam safey
and various initiatives involving academic, scientific, non-profit and private sector
organizations.

Mr. Armstrong had been serving as Regional Director of FEMA's Region VIII, after
his Presidential appointment to that position in January 1994. During his tenure as
Regional Director, he coordinated mitigation, preparedness and disaster response and
recovery activities in Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and
Wyoming. His regional office was designated as the agency's "Center of Excellence" in
developing new community relations and disaster outreach policies for FEMA field
activities, and he also chaired the agency's reinvention of its employee performance
system.

Before joining  FEMA, Mr. Armstrong served for more than a decade in state and
local government, including positions as Deputy Director of Energy Conservation for
the Colorado Governor's Office, and 10 years as an Assistant City Attorney in Aurora,
Colorado, working as a prosecutor and specializing in land use and personnel matters.
He also wrote for several Colorado newspapers.

A native of California and a long-time resident of Colorado, Mr. Armstrong holds a
B.A. degree in English and a B.S. degree in journalism from the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder. He also holds a J.D. from the Pepperdine University School of Law,
in Malibu, California, where he served on the Law Review.
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